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lengthen the decimal points in accounts and thus neutralise the-
advantages looked for, in ringing out the old system. The-
Accountant-General, Bengal, would go to the length of saying
that the two-cent piece being a little more than a pice, was un-
necessary and that a twenty-cent piece was more congruous with
the decimal system than a twenty-five cent piece.
7.    The  adoption  of   the   new system  would have   widest
repercussions since all rates and prices quoted on the basis   of the
old system would have to be adapted to the  changed   conditions.
In  this  connection, the  Accountant-General, Central  Provinces
and Berar, remarked that the existing forms could be adopted by
using  the columns  meant   for  annas and pies  for noting cents
expressed   as   decimals  of  a rupee.    The    Accountant-General,
Central Revenues and Posts and    Telegraphs   suggested   that all
rates" formulae  for calculations  based  on   the   existing   system
required revision and recasting of tables.    Probably legal advice
might also be necessary to decide whether the   existing   contracts
with the Life Insurance Policy  Holders  should   be replaced  by
new contracts in terms of rupees and cents or the existing rates of
premium be realised in the new currency after  conversion.    The
payment  of bonus on Post Office Certificates would have similar
implications.
8.    In the era of mechanisation of work and interlinked pro-
cesses,'a change somewhere brought about changes elsewhere. The
new system of coinage as   some Heads  of  departments   pointed
out, involved structural changes in the  accounting machines  and
totalisers.    The estimated cost of the requisite change in the  case
of Posts and Telegraphs Audit Offices alone would be about  one
and half lakhs.    Besides this, there were other difficulties such as
changes in Acts3 rules, postage stamps, railway tickets   and land
revenue of permanently settled lands.    As regards the difficulty of
possible confusion between the two systems   of coins during  the
transition period, the Account ant-General, Punjab, in the  interest
of both the  public and   the accounting authorities suggested the
reduction of that period from five or two years as was  suggested
by some, to a minimum  of six   months  with  a  view to   escape
protraction of difficulties.
9.    Coming to the question of accounting difficulties   in   the
initial stages, the Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs and
Central Revenues,   pointed   out the necessity -of    maintaining
accounts in both sets of coins  during the transition period.    This
would mean extra labour and great expenditure in treasuries  and
accounts offices owing to conversion from one to the other  series
of coins* The balances under various headsiand departments would
have to be converted and carried forward. The Accountant-General
Madras,  observed  that  as the balances had to be rounded to the
nearest cent, it might be necessary to obtain acceptances of these